Southwest Washington
Regional Transportation Council

Transportation Alternatives Program
2015 Application

Instructions

Complete application in the space provided. Applicants are limited to application form and 5 pages of attachments.
Submit completed application and attachments electronically to dale.robins@rtc.wa.gov. You will receive an e-mail
confirmation within one business day of submittal. If you do not receive confirmation or have questions about the

application contact Dale Robins at 360-397-6067 x5212.

General Information

Project Title: East 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive LED Pedestrian Signs

Project Location and Limits: East 4th Street and Stonecreek Drive

Project Length (miles): 0-076(400 ft)

Agency: City of La Center

Contact Person: _

reteprone: [ cmoi: [

Certified Acceptance Agency:

Project Screening Criteria
Check all that apply.
[E] Project is consistent with the RTP
[Z] Project contains at least one eligible Transportation Alternatives Category
[Z] Project is directly related to the surface transportation system (except trails)
[E] Project does not supplement the construction of an existing project

[Z] Project is open to public access

Cost Summary

Project Phase Start Date TAP Funds Other Funds Total Cost
Design 06/01/2015 $7,400 $7,400
Right of Way $0
Construction 08/01/2015 $47,000 $4,700 $51,700
Totals n/a $47,000 $12,100 $59,100

Overall Match Ratio: 20.47%
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Project Type

Check all that apply.

[E] Bike/Pedestrian facilities [J Vegetation management practices
[E] safe routes for non-drivers [J Archaeological activities

[C] Abandoned railroad corridors for trails [J Environmental mitigation activity
[C] Turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas [Z] Recreational Trails Program

[ control of outdoor advertising [] safe Routes to School Program

[ Historic preservation of transportation facilities

Project Information
1. Project Description:

The City of La Center is a small community of approximately 3,000 residents. Over the past decade the City of

La Center has made trail systems and pedestrian facilities one of our top priorities. As a result we have beautiful
parks and trails that are highly utilized and valued by the entire community. These trails provide safe routes to vital
services that are only located on the west side of town. Our downtown district is home to our only grocery/convenient
store, library, post office, City Hall, schools, restaurants and retail shops. This project will grant safe passage across
one of the City's busiest streets to users of the City trail and children accessing the La Center Elementary and Middle
School from the local neighborhoods. The City has received several requests to improve the safe crossing of the
street so children can access the Elementary/Middle School adjacent to the crosswalk on 4th Street at Stonecreek
Drive.

The project will consist of the following:
* LED pedestrian crossing signs at the intersection of 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive
* An advanced LED sign approximately 400-feet east of Stonecreek Drive
* Installing truncated domes in the existing concrete access ramp on the south side of 4th Street at Stonecreek
Drive. (See Exhibit 1).

Currently both sides of the intersection at East 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive has a ADA accessible ramps, but the
south ramp does not have truncated domes.

This project will serve more than 50% of the residents in La Center.
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Project Information
2. Describe how the project will improve the public travel experience, and travel options, including the benefit to the
community:

Currently, there are approximately 2,800 lineal feet of unpaved paths/trails known as the Brezee Creek Trail. This
project would provide a safer link across a busy roadway for pedestrians transversing to and from the trail and other
vital services throughout the community.

The Brezee Creek Trail is used by pedestrians as a nature trail and by the La Center School to access Brezee
Creek. The school uses Brezee Creek to host classes studying the creek’'s water quality and ecology. They also
raise coho salmon in a container near the creek to release once they are grown.

School children use the E. 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive crosswalk when traveling to and from school from homes
along Stonecreek Drive and all adjacent side streets. Currently there is a crossing guard for a short duration in the
morning and after school but there is no crossing guard outside of these times.

A recent traffic study conducted along E. 4th Street indicate that there is not enough horizontal site distance for traffic
traveling west along E. 4th Street to stop for pedestrians crossing from the north side at Stonecreek Drive. As a
result an advanced LED sign will be placed as part of this project to alert east bound traffic that pedestrians are
crossing.

The Brezee Creak trall is listed in the City's Parks Master and Capital Facilities Plans. This project will provide a
necessary link to the trail and consists of installing LED crossing signs and an advanced LED sign along 4th Street.
The signs will be connected by radio signal to activate all three of the LED signs by push button bollard on the north
and south sides of E. 4th Street.

3. Describe how the project provides a connection between modes, or improves transportation choices, or connects to
land use services such as job locations, a civic center, library, grocery market, playground, retail center, medical
office, school, and other. (Include modes and list of specific land uses connect within 1/2 mile of project):

The project will benefit the public by providing a safer ADA accessible crossing promoting use of the Brezee Creek
Trail system by providing a necessary link for pedestrian and bicyclists to and from essential public facilities
including; library, post office, City Hall, schools, community center (home of Meals on Wheels, girl/boy scouts) and
parks. This area of the community is predominantly residential. Since a large portion of the community live in this
area, installing LED warning signs and advanced LED warning signs on E. 4th Street, will allow safer access to
these public facilitates. The project also includes accessibility for this portion of the Brezee Creek Trail system.

This public trail system is used as an alternative to traveling by automobile. Pedestrians and bicyclists living on the
south side of E. 4th Street will use the crosswalk to travel along the public trail system and sidewalks to Brezee
Creek, developed parks, schools and businesses. The project benefits all demographic types providing a safer
alternative for non-motorized transportation options along this well used trails system.

(The attached aerial drawing showing a partial view of the Brezee Creek Trail System (Exhibit 2) and the picture

showing the proposed location of the LED crossing signs and advanced LED sign (Exhibit 1). See schematic design
of the LED signs and advanced LED sign drawing (Exhibit 3).
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Project Information
4. Describe how the project relates to an adopted plan such as the GMA plan, modal plan, neighborhood plan or other
planning process. (Include name of Plan and attach a copy of page from plan that including project by name):
In order to obtain funding for the Transportation Alternative Program, the project must be consistent with the MTP.
According to the 2011 MTP, connecting missing links in pedestrian and bicycle systems is one of the challenges in

growth. The crosswalk and lighting project described in this application is consistent with connecting pedestrian and
bicycle systems and has been adopted by multiple planning documents.

The project is part of the City of La Center's Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) and Parks Master Plan. It links the
neighborhoods to the Breeze Creek Trail thus, promoting pedestrian and bicycle access to all public facilities,
businesses, schools, dental office public parks.

One of the goals of the Growth Management Act, is to promote physical activity. By providing safer access across
one of the busiest roads in town, the community can more easily access public facilities designed for people of all
ages; including meals on wheels which serves our senior citizen's lunch,, the library which runs programs for all
ages, Post Office, City Hall, public schools and businesses in the downtown core.

5. Describe to what extent the project will improve mobility for disadvantage populations, including elderly, disabled
minority, and low income populations:

A portion of the houses owned in neighborhoods just west of Stonecreek Drive are owned by elderly people. 2010
Census data indicates that over nine percent of the population is over the age of sixty-five. According to City staff,
the trail is heavily used by the retired population living in La Center.

The crosswalk would allow this elderly population the opportunity to use the Brezee Creek Trail system for exercise
and aesthetic pleasure. It will also give them safer access to the Community Center, home of Meals on Wheels as
well as the library and post office. See attached Census Bureau summary.

The crosswalk is within 1/2 mile of 500 dwelling units or 1/2 of housing units in La Center.

6. List affordable house complex and number of housing units that are within 1/2 mile of project:

There are not any affordable housing complexes near E. 4th Street and Stonecreek Drive but there are low income
residences within 1/2 mile south of the crosswalk.

Pedestrians and bicyclists from this low income housing area would transverse south to access the library, post
office, park, Community Center and public schools.
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Project Information
7. ldentify the safety issues addressed by project (collision data, lack of adequate safe crossing or access, lack of
separated facility, high speed or volume, other):

There is currently inadequate site distance for vehicles traveling westbound to see pedestrians crossing from the
north to the south side of 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive.

Traffic speeds were previously studied for eastbound and westbound traffic at the E. 4th Street intersection. The
posted speed limit is 25 mph. The 85th percentile speed was 33 mph with a peak speed of 64 mph. With inadequate
site distance at 25 mph, increasing pedestrian awareness through LED signs will alert drivers and increase safety for
pedestrians and bicyclists.

Collision data obtained from WSDOT shows that in 2008 a collision occurred at the intersection of E. 4th Street at
Stonecreek Drive and a possible injury occurred.

8. Describe how the project addresses the safety issues identified:

East 4th Street is classified as a Rural Major Collector that supports traffic from the business district to residential
development east of the City. Pedestrians cross the street to access Brezee Creek Trail. There is currently a
crosswalk and pedestrian ramp on the north and south side of E. 4th Street. The width of the street is approximately
32-feet. A traffic evaluation at the intersection suggests that there is inadequate horizontal site distance for traffic to
stop at a crosswalk for pedestrians. In addition, during poor weather or at the night or early in the morning it may be
more difficult for vehicles to see pedestrians crossing the street.

To make it safer for pedestrians, the City is proposing to add LED battery operated solar power crosswalk signs to be
activated by pedestrian push button at the crosswalk on either side of E. 4th Street and an advanced LED battery
operated solar panel sign. The project will provide truncated domes at the existing handicap ramp on the south side
of E. 4th Street to allow pedestrians to cross E. 4th Street safely (see Exhibit 3). Similar LED operated light
installations have been successful in three other locations within the City.

9. Readiness:

[Z] Design at 70% or higher

[Z] Right of way acquisition complete or not needed
[J Environmental permits approved

Please explain:

The City plans to match 20% which includes City personnel to do the design and bidding process. All of the signal,
striping and ramp improvements are in City right of way. The design can be completed within a couple of weeks so
the project can be advertised and bid within a couple of months. No environmental permitting is necessary since the
work is within the roadway prism of an existing street and will not create enough impervious surface to require storm
water treatment, detention or storm water conveyance. The project can be obligated by June 1, 2015.
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Project Information
10. Describe how the local community and other agencies have been involved in the planning process for the project.
List any opposition to the project and how it was overcome:

Over the past few years citizens and the school district officials have continuously expressed concerns in City
Council meetings about crossing this intersection. These citizens were elderly or have young children or
grandchildren. This grant will allow the City to solve an ongoing safety issue for our citizens.

11. Describe how the project improves public health and increase physical activity:

The project will allow residents north and south of the crosswalk to access Brezee Creek Trail north and south of the
crosswalk. Pedestrians can walk for several miles along these City and County trails which have varied terrain. The
trails consists of gravel 5 to 8 feet wide paths that have varied vegetation along the edge. The walk is moderately
challenging and promotes physical activity as well as aesthetically pleasing walk along the creek, wetlands and
vegetated paths.

12. Describe how the project includes design elements that contribute to quality of life:

The design allows pedestrians to access trails that are not currently easily accessible by crossing safely from either
side of East 4th Street The trails are a benefit to the public by providing access to parks, downtown business district
library, post office and schools.

The Planning Commission recently conducted a community wide survey regarding parks and trail facilities. 73% of

respondents indicated that our communities parks and recreation facilities add to our quality of life. Furthermore,
when asked to prioritize six different activities 72% found trail corridors to be most important.
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Project Information
13. List all funding partners contributing to the project:

Funding Source

Amount

City of La Center (PE)

$7,400

City of La Center (Construction)

$4,700

Other Information

You may use this space to provide any additional project information considered worth noting:

RTC Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP), 2015 Application, p7




S10¢- dvl
H31N3D V1
I 1i18IHX3

i

l

//




| h
BREZHE K | __ ]
HL PARK -
| XN u.&.
ui TS
ARNNY
s .a.lnhﬁa.
W
AﬁQl “.ﬂmw.r. @
® &
K
L * 4TH
LOCATION ( bz
ED |[REDESIR
GN! r.Hu.ﬁM-.”
L ON-IF : v

|

o

Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan
June 2007

City of La Center - Trails & Pathways Plan

EXHIBIT 2

LA CENTER
TAP -2015

SIZE

DWG NO.

1

"

—
»




ADVANCED SIGN

EXISTING
CROSSWALK
STRIPING

LOCATION OF
LED PEDESTRIAN
SIGN

/

LOCATION OF NEW
TRUNCATED DOMES IN
,’ EXISTING RAMP

/,_voo>._._oz OF

LED PEDESTRIAN
SIGN

—

/

—

TReeT

~—

E. 4TH STREET

.

.

LA CENTER
ELEMENTARY,/MIDDLE
SCHOOL

LOCATION OF
ADVANCED LED
PEDESTRIAN
SIGN

NORTH

O _LA

=

EXHIBIT 3

=
-

SCHEMATIC
PLAN

LA CENTER
TAP -2015

SIZE

DWG NO.

1

;




2010 CENSUS DATA - .
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Total Population 2,800 Total Familiesz B04 Both Sexes Male Female
Total Bouseholds 942  Population im Families 2,550. Number Pot. Number Pet. Mumber Pet.
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18 years and over 1,939 DAverage Family Size 3.17
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Undex 18 yeaxs 0.9% 18 years and over 2.12 S tos 258 3.2 126 5.1 132 9.3
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. T R e e et e e - 52 to 64 1) £ 48 3.3 42 3.0
(| PL5/PLSA-I/PL7A-I. HOUSEECLDS AND HOUSEHOLD POPULATION BY RACE OF ROUSEHOLD, 65 and 66 43 3.5 17 1.2 26 1.8
Universe: Households and Populatien in Households by Race of Houscholder 57 to 63 65 2.4 36 2.6 20 2.1
Average 70 te 74 74 2.8 38 2.8 38 2.5
Householdz Pop. in ER EH Size 7% to 79 43 1.5 24 1.7 1% 1.3
Honzehoelder: B0 to 84 258 0.8 1z 0.9 i3 0.9
White alone 877 2,578 2.584 85 + 1 Q.4 2 0.2 g g.6
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Universe: Familics and Pepulation in Families by Race of Householder Universe: Population, Housing units
Populaticn  Average
Familiez 4im Families Fam. Size -- Population ~= Housing
Hougeholdex: . . Numbexr Por. Units
White  alone ’ 749 2,355 3.14
Black or African Americonm alone 9 ’ Iz 3.56 Total: 2,800 L00.0 981
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Aszizn alone . 1 38 3.45 Incide urbanized areas . N .
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	Agency: City of La Center
	StartDateTotals: n/a
	StartDateDesign: June 1, 2015
	StartDateRightOfWay: 
	Start Date Construction: August 1,2015
	TAPFundsDesign: 
	TAPFundsRightOfWay: 
	TAPFundsConstruction: 47000
	TAPFundsTotals: 47000
	OtherFundsDesign: 7400
	TotalCostDesign: 7400
	OtherFundsRightofWay: 
	TotalCostRightofWay: 0
	OtherFundsConstruction: 4700
	TotalCostConstruction: 51700
	OtherFundsTotals: 12100
	TotalCostTotals: 59100
	TotalCostOverallMatchRatio: 0.20473773265651438
	ProjectTitle: East 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive LED Pedestrian Signs
	ProjectLengthMiles: 0.076(400 ft)
	ProjectLocationAndLimits: East 4th Street and Stonecreek Drive
	ProjectContainsAlternatives: Yes
	ProjectDirectlyRelated: Yes
	ProjectSupplementsExisting: Yes
	ProjectOpenPublicAccess: Yes
	FundingAmountRow1: 7400
	FundingAmountRow2: 4700
	FundingAmountRow3: 
	FundingAmountRow4: 
	FundingAmountRow5: 
	ReadyDesign70Plus: Yes
	ReadyRoWComplete: Yes
	ReadyPermitsApproved: Off
	ProjectConsistentWithMTP: Yes
	TypeBikePedestrian: Yes
	TypeAbandonedRailTrail: Off
	TypeTurnouts: Off
	TypeAdvertisingControl: Off
	TypeHistoricPreservation: Off
	TypeVegetationMgmt: Off
	TypeArchaeological: Off
	TypeEnvironmentalMitigation: Off
	TypeRecreationalTrail: Yes
	TypeSafeRouteSchool: Off
	TypeSafeRouteNondrivers: Yes
	ProjectInfo08: East 4th Street is classified as a Rural Major Collector that supports traffic from the business district to residential development east of the City.  Pedestrians cross the street to access Brezee Creek Trail.  There is currently a crosswalk and pedestrian ramp on the north and south side of E. 4th Street.  The width of the street is approximately 32-feet.  A traffic evaluation  at the intersection suggests that there is inadequate horizontal site distance for traffic to stop at a crosswalk for pedestrians.  In addition, during poor weather or at the night or early in the morning it may be more difficult for vehicles to see pedestrians crossing the street. 

To make it safer for pedestrians, the City is proposing to add LED battery operated solar power crosswalk signs to be activated by pedestrian push button at the crosswalk on either side of E. 4th Street and an advanced LED battery operated solar panel sign.  The project will provide truncated domes at the existing handicap ramp on the south side of E. 4th Street to allow pedestrians to cross E. 4th Street safely (see Exhibit 3). Similar LED operated light installations have been successful in three other locations within the City.    
	ProjectInfo07: There is currently inadequate site distance for vehicles traveling westbound to see pedestrians crossing from the north to the south side of 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive.

Traffic speeds were previously studied for eastbound and westbound traffic at the E. 4th Street intersection. The posted speed limit is 25 mph. The 85th percentile speed was 33 mph with a peak speed of 64 mph. With inadequate site distance at 25 mph, increasing pedestrian awareness through LED signs will alert drivers and increase safety for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Collision data obtained from WSDOT shows that in 2008 a collision occurred at the intersection of E. 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive and a possible injury occurred. 

	ProjectInfo09: The City plans to match 20% which includes City personnel to do the design and bidding process.  All of the signal, striping and ramp improvements are in City right of way.  The design can be completed within a couple of weeks so the project can be advertised and bid within a couple of months.  No environmental permitting is necessary since the work is within the roadway prism of an existing street and will not create enough impervious surface to require storm water treatment, detention or storm water conveyance.  The project can be obligated by June 1, 2015.
	ProjectInfo06: There are not any affordable housing complexes near E. 4th Street and Stonecreek Drive but there are low income residences within 1/2 mile south of the crosswalk.  

Pedestrians and bicyclists from this low income housing area would transverse south to access the library, post office, park, Community Center and public schools.  
	ProjectInfo05: A portion of the houses owned in neighborhoods just west of Stonecreek Drive are owned by elderly people.  2010 Census data indicates that over nine percent of the population is over the age of sixty-five.  According to City staff, the trail is heavily used by the retired population living in La Center.  

The crosswalk would allow this elderly population the opportunity to use the Brezee Creek Trail system for exercise and aesthetic pleasure. It will also give them safer access to the Community Center, home of Meals on Wheels as well as the library and post office. See attached Census Bureau summary.

The crosswalk is within 1/2 mile of 500 dwelling units or 1/2 of housing units in La Center.  
	ProjectInfo04: In order to obtain funding for the Transportation Alternative Program, the project must be consistent with the MTP.  According to the 2011 MTP, connecting missing links in pedestrian and bicycle systems is one of the challenges in growth.  The crosswalk and lighting project described in this application is consistent with connecting pedestrian and bicycle systems and has been adopted by multiple planning documents. 

The project is part of the City of La Center's Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) and Parks Master Plan. It links the neighborhoods to the Breeze Creek Trail thus, promoting pedestrian and bicycle access to all public facilities, businesses, schools, dental office public parks. 

One of the goals of the Growth Management Act, is to promote physical activity. By providing safer access across one of the busiest roads in town, the community can more easily access public facilities designed for people of all ages; including meals on wheels which serves our senior citizen's lunch,, the library which runs programs for all ages, Post Office, City Hall, public schools and businesses in the downtown core. 
	ProjectInfo03: The project will benefit the public by providing a safer ADA accessible crossing promoting use of the Brezee Creek Trail system by providing a necessary link for pedestrian and bicyclists to and from essential public facilities including; library, post office, City Hall, schools, community center (home of Meals on Wheels, girl/boy scouts) and parks.  This area of the community is predominantly residential.  Since a large portion of the community live in this area, installing  LED warning signs and advanced LED warning signs on E. 4th Street, will allow safer access to these public facilitates. The project also includes accessibility for this portion of the Brezee Creek Trail system.  

This public trail system is used as an alternative to traveling by automobile.  Pedestrians and bicyclists living on the south side of E. 4th Street will use the crosswalk to travel along the public trail system and sidewalks to Brezee Creek, developed parks, schools and businesses.  The project benefits all demographic types providing a safer alternative for non-motorized transportation options along this well used trails system. 

(The attached aerial drawing showing a partial view of the Brezee Creek Trail System (Exhibit 2) and the picture showing the proposed location of the LED crossing signs and advanced LED sign (Exhibit 1).  See schematic design of the LED signs and advanced LED sign drawing (Exhibit 3).
	ProjectInfo02: Currently, there are approximately 2,800 lineal feet of unpaved paths/trails known as the Brezee Creek Trail. This project would provide a safer link across a busy roadway for pedestrians transversing to and from the trail and other vital services throughout the community.   

The Brezee Creek Trail is used by pedestrians as a nature trail and by the La Center School to access Brezee Creek.  The school uses Brezee Creek to host classes studying the creek's water quality and ecology.  They also raise coho salmon in a container near the creek to release once they are grown.  

School children use the E. 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive crosswalk when traveling to and from school from homes along Stonecreek Drive and all adjacent side streets.  Currently there is a crossing guard for a short duration in the morning and after school but there is no crossing guard outside of these times.  

A recent traffic study conducted along E. 4th Street indicate that there is not enough horizontal site distance for traffic traveling west along E. 4th Street to stop for pedestrians crossing from the north side at Stonecreek Drive.  As a result an advanced LED sign will be placed as part of this project to alert east bound traffic that pedestrians are crossing.

The Brezee Creak trail is listed in the City's Parks Master and Capital Facilities Plans. This project will provide a necessary link to the trail and consists of installing LED crossing signs and an advanced LED sign along 4th Street.  The signs will be connected by radio signal to activate all three of the LED signs by push button bollard on the north and south sides of E. 4th Street. 
	ProjectInfo01: The City of La Center is a small community of approximately 3,000 residents. Over the past decade the City of        La Center has made trail systems and pedestrian facilities one of our top priorities. As a result we have beautiful parks and trails that are highly utilized and valued by the entire community. These trails provide safe routes to vital services that are only located on the west side of town. Our downtown district is home to our only grocery/convenient store, library, post office, City Hall, schools, restaurants and retail shops. This project will grant safe passage across one of the City's busiest streets to users of the City trail and children accessing the La Center Elementary and Middle School from the local neighborhoods. The City has received several requests to improve the safe crossing of the street so children can access the Elementary/Middle School adjacent to the crosswalk on 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive.

The project will consist of the following:

    *   LED pedestrian crossing signs at the intersection of 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive 
    *   An advanced LED sign approximately 400-feet east of Stonecreek Drive 
    *   Installing truncated domes in the existing concrete access ramp on the south side of 4th Street at Stonecreek      
        Drive. (See Exhibit 1).  

Currently both sides of the intersection at East 4th Street at Stonecreek Drive has a ADA accessible ramps, but the south ramp does not have truncated domes.  

This project will serve more than 50% of the residents in La Center. 
	ProjectInfo10: Over the past few years citizens and the school district officials have continuously expressed concerns in City Council meetings about crossing this intersection. These citizens were elderly or have young children or grandchildren. This grant will allow the City to solve an ongoing safety issue for our citizens. 


	ProjectInfo11: The project will allow residents north and south of the crosswalk to access Brezee Creek Trail north and south of the crosswalk.  Pedestrians can walk for several miles along these City and County trails which have varied terrain. The trails consists of gravel 5 to 8 feet wide paths that have varied vegetation along the edge.  The walk is moderately challenging and promotes physical activity as well as aesthetically pleasing walk along the creek, wetlands and vegetated paths.
	ProjectInfo12: The design allows pedestrians to access trails that are not currently easily accessible by crossing safely from either side of East 4th Street  The trails are a benefit to the public by providing access to parks, downtown business district library, post office and schools.

The Planning Commission recently conducted a community wide survey regarding parks and trail facilities. 73% of respondents indicated that our communities parks and recreation facilities add to our quality of life. Furthermore, when asked to prioritize six different activities 72% found trail corridors to be most important. 
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